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I  Christ^ 9  treatment  of  hiu  foUonveru  a 
rule  for  them  in  their  treatment  of 
one  another. 

gospel  of  Jesus  Clinst  is 
X  both  doctrinal  and  practical. 
While  the  doctrines  revealed  are  to 
I  govern  our  faith,  the  duties  enjoin- 
I  ed  are  to  command  our  obedience. 

I  Both  are  alike  binding  and  equally 
I  essential  to  the  Christian  character, 
j  Practical  religion  is  a  uniform  expres- 
\  sion  of  an  obedient  heart  to  the  rules 
j  •f  duty  as  stated  in  the  scriptures. 
i  There  duties,  though  of  the  same 
nature,  vary  accordingly  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  objects  to  which  they  have  an 
immediate  respect. 

i  The  performance  ofourdutyto 
j  God  is  worship.  Our  duty  to  man, 
j  is  the  fulfilment  of  social  obligation, 

5  and  when  done  to  ourselves,  it  is 
I  keeping  our  hearts  and  actions  in 
I  subordination  to  that  law,  which  if 
obeyed  will  yield  the  greatest  sum 
of  felicity. 

The  injunction  of  the  Apostle 
Paul  in  Rom.  15,  7,  is  to  Christians.  * 
His  words  are  these.  Wherefore 
recievc  ye  one  another  as  Chnst  also 
received  us  to  the  glory  of  God. 
That  all  the  real  friends  of  Christ 
are  alike  respected  in  this  precept,  i 
none  will  dispute.  The  duty  en-  • 
joined  is  simple.  It  is  neither  less 
nor  more  than  that  Christians  receive 
one  another  as  Christ  received  them. 


If  therefore  wc  can  in  the  light  of 
divine  truth,  ascertain  how  Christ 
receives  us,  provided  we  are  Chris¬ 
tiana,  then  the  point  will  be  settled, 
how  we  arc  to  receive  those  who 
carry  with  them  the  marks  of  our 
dying  Lord. 

That  wc  might  have  clear  con- 
I  ceptions  of  this  practical  and  inter¬ 
esting  subject,  I  shall  attempt  to 
shew  how  Christ  receives  his  friends. 
All  true  Christians  arc  members  of 
Christas  mystical  body.  He  re¬ 
ceives  them  into  the  most  endearing 
and  Intimate  communion  wdth  hina- 
self.  Now  ye  arc  the  body  of  Christ 
and  members  in  particular.  Christ 
sets  them  as  a  seal  on  his  heart. 
He  invites  his  friends  to  come  to 
him,  that  where  he  is,  there  they 
may  be  also.  He  calls  himself  the 
vine  and  his  people  the  branches. 
Christ  addresses  his  disciples  in 
these  words.  “  If  any  man  love  me, 
he  will  keep  my  words ;  and  my  fa¬ 
ther  will  love  him,  and  we  w  ill  come 
unto  him  and  take  up  our  abode 
with  him.  I  will  not  leave  you 
comfortless ;  I  win  come  to  you.*^ 
Christ  tells  us  he  is  one  with  his  fol¬ 
lowers. 

Wheh  Christ  was  on  eartlw  be 
always  received  his  friends  to  com- 
raunion  with  himself.  At  a  certain 
time  some  of  his  disciples  saw  one 
casting  out  devils  and  foi'bad  hini. 
ChrUi  said  forbid  himTiOt. 
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Christ's  ixeatnKfit  of  his  /ollo%'ers. 


If  Christ  were  now  on  earth  there 
k  no  qucstidi)  how  he  would  C(Mi- 
duct  towards  his  followers,  lie 
■would  receive  them  alike  to  his  ho¬ 
ly  supper.  He  would  look  on  them 
■with  the  tendcrest  aflcction  and  ad¬ 
dress  them  with  all  the  kinrtneas  of 
a  hither.  Far  would  he  be  from  re¬ 
ceiving  some  and  rejecting  others. 
Ail  his  regenerate  sous  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  every  denomination  would 
partake  of  the  symbols  of  his  dying 
love  at  his  hand.  This  is  certain 
from  the  dispositions  he  manifested 
when  in  the  tvorld. 

Jesus  Christ  would  receive  all 
his  friends  to  his  communion  not¬ 
withstanding  all  their  imperfections' 
and  frailties.  Regeneration  is  the 
commencement  of  holiness  in  the 
soul.  But  after  this  saving  change 
is  wrought,  great  imperfection  still 
remains.  In  all  Christians  there  is 
a  warfare  between  sin  and  holiness. 
The  flesh  lustcth  against  the  spirit 
?cthe  spirit  againt  the  flesh  and  these 
are  contrary,  the  one  to  the  ot  her  so- 
that  Christ’s  true  followers  come  ex¬ 
ceedingly  short  of  absolute  perfectfon 
in  this  life.  God  looks  on  their  sins 
with  entire  disapprobation,  yet  as  he 
has  begun  a  work  of  grace  in  their 
heartSjWhich  he  means  shall  result  in 
the  perfection  of  holiness,he  receives' 
them  into  a'  most  endearing  com¬ 
munion  with'  himself.  The  man 
■who  has  the  least  spark  of  holy  love 
is  delivered  from  the  curse  of  final 
condemnation.  Jesus'  will  feed  the 
grace  of  his  own  implanting.  He 
■win  keep  up  the  pulse  of  spiritual  life. 
The  bruised  “■  reed  m  ill  he  not  break 
nor  quench  the  smoking  flax  until  he 
bring  forth  judgment  unto  victory'.” 
Though  they  are  sinful  and  in  them¬ 
selves  enworthy,  yet  he  feeds  them 
from  all  die  sources  of  his  heavenly 
treasure,  till  they  shall  gjrow  up  to 
the  stature  of  his  fulness.- 

Jsset  Christ  receives  hiiji’iends 


with  the  universal  approbation  of 
all  holy  beings  in  the  universe 
Fach  returning  penitent  whatevef 
be  the  name  he  bears,  or  from  \i  hat. 
ever  remote  quarter  of  the  globe 
up  to  the  very  first  act  of  peniten- 
tiul  relenting,  i.s  received  into  com. 
numlon  with  Ciiri'-t  to  tlic  unspeaka. 
bio  rejoicing  of  all  heaven,  llowe. 
ver  contracted  men  may  be  by  pam 
ffclings,  the  sons  of  light  are  not 
straiglilencd.  They  behold  their 
Lord  in  communion  with  every  sub. 
subject  of  Ills  regenerating  grace. 

Ir  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one 
sinner  that  repenteth,  then  all  sainu 
and  angels  arc  delighted  with  Chris* 
in  all  the  objects  of  his  complacei* 
tiaf  love.  All  trnc  Christians  are  the 
purchase  of  Christ’s  redempliox 
They  arc  dear  to  him  as  the  apple 
of  his  eye.  Of  course  those  who 
are  round  about  him  and  are  with 
him  in  sentiment  and  affection,  glc- 
rify  him  on  this  account. 

It  is  not  only  scriptural  but  re** 
sonable,  tliat  Christ  should  thus  re¬ 
ceive  his  friends  to  his  kind  embrace. 
Wc  may  know  it  is  scriptural  that 
every  Christian  k  owned  by  him. 
Each  saint  is  an  heir  of  his  kingdom, 
and  in  his  mind’  from  eternity  to  res¬ 
cue  from  ruin.  For  each  saint 
did  the  saviour  bleed  and  die.  The 
feeblest'  worshipper  is  a  joint  heir 
with  him  to  an  incorruptible  inher- 
itiance,  and  why  dien,  should  one 
believer  be  shut  from  his  commun¬ 
ion  ?  Far  was  it  from  Christ  when 
on  earth  to  overlook  a  single  friend 
of  his  or  keep  so  much  as  one  at  a 
distance.  The  gentHcs  in  the  lime 
of  Christ  Were  treated  as  outcasts 
from  God.  They  were  aliens  from 
the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  and 
strangers  to  the  covenant  of  prom¬ 
ise.  There  were,  however,  a  few 
gentile  believers,  and  with  what  re¬ 
ception  did  they  meet  from  our  Lordt 
Did  they  find  him  indifferent  to  tbth 
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•  ■exigencies.”  Was  lie  ever  unwil- 
.■ijng  to  administer  to  their  consola- 
!  ■tibn  and  shew  himself  their  benefac- 
Btor  in  his  attachment  .to  them  above 
[  I  all  the  sons  oi'Men  ?  The  Centurion 

■  was  an  outcast  gentile,  but  did  Christ 

■  disdain  to  enter  fully  into  hiscircuin- 

■  stances,  and  grant  him  all  his  re- 
B  quest  ?  The  poor  woman  of  Syro- 
Bphcnicia,  found  in  Christ  all  that  her 
Ksoul  desiyed.  Christ's  disciples  raar- 
l|  veiled  at  his  iurimacy  with  the  Sa- 
Bjnaritan  believers.  They  rebuked 
H  the  blind  man  by  the  way  side  ;  but 
H  (lid  Christ  pass  him  by  unnoticed  ? 
I  Lay  all  the  light  of  God’s  word  to¬ 
ll  gether,  and  can  you  hnd.one  chris- 
H  tian  with  */vhom  you  dare  intimate 

■  he  did  not  commune  ?  To  each  saint 

■  he  manifests  himself  not  as  iie  does 

■  unto  the  world.  All  Christ’s  friends 
B  are  united  to  him  by  ties  of  inexpres- 
B  sible  endearment.  The  souls  he 
B  has  purchased,  he  will  not  deny  the 
B  nearest  approach  to  himself.  He 
B  invites  them  to  behold  more  of  his 

■  glory,  to  come  nearer  to  hiip,  to  feast 

■  lijion  the  bounties  of  his  love.  The 

■  language  of  the  condcsending  savr 

■  iour  is,  “  Eat  O  friends,  drink,  yea^ 

■  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved,” 

I  '\Ve  have  now  seen  how’  Christ 
’  receives  his  friends.  And  that  he 
i  holds  communiou  with  all  his  re¬ 
newed  children,  I  ti-ust  ws  can 
have  no  doubt.  If  language  can 
communicate  ideas,  w'e  have  an  as¬ 
surance  that  Christ’s  communion 
with  his  pcople>  is  inexpressibly  enr 
!  (Icaring. 

i 

I 

j  I  shall  now  shew  that  Christ’s 
1  example  in  this  matter  is  an  uner- 
:  ring  rule  for  us.  If  Jesus  Christ  is 
i  not  a  rule  for  us  in  our  communion 
I  ^vith  his  people,  vrherc  shall  we  find 
^  Ji  law  to  govern  us ;  to  whom  else 
shall  we  repair,  on  whom  else  can 
'VC  rely  in  tlus  mailer  ?  Is  he  not  the 
Lord  and  judge  of  his  people,  and  is 
ary  man  to  be  so  highly  appreciated 


by  us  as  to  rob  him  of  his  right  of 
I  control  in  a  matter  of  such  high 
magnitude  f  That  you  may  be  con¬ 
vinced  I  have  laid  no  forced  construc¬ 
tion  on  words,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
notice  the  preceding  verses  introduc¬ 
ing  them. 

The  Apostle  commences  the 
chapter  in  these  w  ords.  ^  We  then 
that  arc  strong  ought  to  bear  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  the  weak  and  not  la 
please  ourselves.  Let  every  one  of 
us  please  bis  neighbor  for  his  good 
to  edification.'*  These  verses  evi¬ 
dently  lead  to  the  sentiment  com¬ 
municated.  We  are  to  receive  to 
our  fellowship,  those  who  on  the 
whole  give  evidence  of  religion,  tho* 
they  may  not  see  with  us  in  every- 
minute  particular.  We  arc  to  ex¬ 
ercise  Christian  forbearajicc,  with 
those  who  sec  differently  from  us  in 
the  minor  points  of  theology.  That 
which  is  merely  external  should  nev¬ 
er  be  allowed  to  interrupt  the  com¬ 
munion  of  God's  people.  This  is 
evidently  the  Apostles  idea,  from 
w-hat  he  farther  obsencs.  Now  the 
God  of  grace  and  consolation,  grant 
you  to  be  like  minded  one  towards 
another  according  to  Christ  Jesus. 
As  Christ  is  of  the  same  feelings  to¬ 
wards  all  his  people,  so  Christians 
are  to  be  influenced  by  the  same  ar¬ 
dent  affection  one  towards  another. 
The  Apostle  adds,  “  That  ye  may 
w  ith  one  mind,  and  one  mouth  glo¬ 
rify  God,  the  father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  Paul  was  especial^ 
ly  an  Apostle  to  the  gentiles,  yet 
this  epistle  to  tke  Romans  was  di¬ 
rected  to  Jews  residing  in  the  impe¬ 
rial  city.  This  ancient  covenant 
people  retained  strongc  prejudices 
against  gentile  converts.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  Apostle  in  this  practical 
part  of  his  epistle  is  to  do  away  those 
prejudices  and  constrain  the  Jews 
to  recieve  and  commune  with  Cien- 
tilcs  as  w  ith  one  another.  And  to 
simplify  his  idea  that  they 


not  misapprehend  him  he  directs 
thcm>  “  Receive  ye  one  another  as 
Christ  also  received  us  to  the  glory 
of  God.’* 

To  the  Corinthian  and  Galatian 
believers  he  writes  to  the  same  pur¬ 
port,  iho’  in  words  a  little  different. 
To  the  former  he  speaks  in  these 
words,  “  For  as  the  body  is  one  and 
hath  many  members,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being 
many  are  one  body,  so  also  is  Christ, 
and  whether  one  member  suffer  all 
the  members  suffer  with  it,  or  one 
member  be  honored  all  the  nicmbcrs 
rejoice  with  it.”  To  tlie  Galatians 
he  uses  these  words,  “  For  ye 
are  all  the  children  of  God  bv  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither 
bond  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male 
nor  female  :  for  ye  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus.  And  ifyc  be  Christ*s 
then  are  ye  Abraham’s  seed  and 
heirs  according  to  the  promise.** 

To  receive  to  our  fellowship  and 
communion  those  who  give  no  ev¬ 
idence  of  union  with  Christ  by  faith, 
is  not  required,  but  condemned. 
This  would  be  opening  the  door  to 
the  enemy,  and  letting  in  the  wolf 
to  devour  the  lambs  of  the  flock.  In 
friendship  to  Christ,  we  are  bound  to 
be  guarded  on  this  point.  As  he 
expressly  tells  us  that  those  w  ho 
are  not  for  him  are  against  him, 
it  would  be  treachery  to  his  cause, 
to  use  our  influence  to  prevail  on 
those  .who  exhibit  no  evidence  of 
love  to  the  redeemer,  to  unite  them¬ 
selves  to  his  family.  A  church 
made  up  of  the  unregencrate  and 
carnally  minded,  will  never  submit 
to  Christian  discipline  and  order,  will 
never  maintain  tlie  laws  of  Christ’s 
liouse,  and  exhibit  an  example  suit¬ 
ed  to  convict  £c  reclaim  the  ungod¬ 
ly.  To  guide  us  in  this  matter  uc 
liavc  an  unerring  rule.  We  arc  to 
£x  our  eye  on  Jesus  aitd  be  guided 


by  him.  We  arc  to  receive  to  out 
communion  as  he  receives  to  hh, 
As  Christ  is  omnicient,  and  we  fi. 
nite,  an  important  distinction  is  to 
be  observed.  Christ  is  not  liable  to 
be  deceived  He  know'sthem  that 
are  his.**  For  us  to  pretend  to  such 
knowledge  would  be  the  height  of 
presumption.  In  receiving  others  to 
our  communion  we  arc  carefully  to 
notice  the  marks  of  discipleship  as 
stated  in  word,  and  to  admit 

them  on  visible  testimony.  If  there 
be  visible  evidence,  that  a  man  is  in 
saving  iiuion  with  our  Lord  Jesui 
Christ,  the  way  for  us  to  act  Uas 
clear  as  God  meant  to  have  it.  It 
may  he  said,  the  most  discerning 
Christians  arc  liable  to  be  deceived; 
they  arc  cxjKjsed  to  misplace  their 
confidence — be  it  so,  Christ  never 
meant  to  commit  the  final  judgment 
to  his  creatures.  If  they  obsenc 
the  rules  he  has  given  them  with 
watchfulness  and  prayer,  he  will  nev¬ 
er  impeach  them  because  of  the  im¬ 
position  of  the  iiypocriiical  and  de¬ 
signing.  Those  who  have  set  thcint 
selves  up  as  unerring  decernersof 
men’s  hearts,  have  alw’ays  proved, 
that  they  knew  not  their  own.  Such 
are  wise  ii\  their  own  conceits  and 
know  nothing  yet  as  they  ought  to 
know.  If  a  man  is  desirous  of  com- 
nounion  with  us,  and  gives  evidence 
of  real  piety,  we  arc  in  all  cases  la 
receive  him.  This  is  the  rule  Chris: 
has  bequeathed  to  us,  and  which  it 
becomes  us  to  hold  inviolate.  But 
how  are  the  different  denominations 
of  Christians  to  conduct  in  this  mat¬ 
ter  ?  If  this  is  to  be  holden  out  as  an 
infalible  maxim  established  by  God, 
w'hai  will  become  of  those  regula¬ 
tions,  many  of  the  professing  world, 
have  incorporated  into  the  rules  of 
church  order  ?  Why,  if  they  are  in 
contrariety  to  the  authority  of  Christ 
Jesus,  let  them  be  sacrificed — let 
them  be  obliterated  as  no.  longer 
bending,  and  not  be  suffered  hence¬ 
forth  to  shackle  God's  people  to  their 
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unspeakable  detriment.  I  confess 
to  you  my  breatlirenj  it  is  with  some 
degree  of  self  denial^  I  have  under¬ 
taken  to  address  j'ou  on  this  practi¬ 
cal  and  very  interesting  subject.  I 
felt  that  the  observations  might  cross 
the  line  marked  out  by  some,  we 
are  to  respect  for  their  Christian  vir¬ 
tues.  But  we  are  bound  to  call  no 
man  father  on  earth,  and  to  speak 
for  Cod,  tho'  a  host  rise  up  against 
us.  In  so  plain  a  case  as  this,  tho’ 
even  in  this,  I  would  not  be  too  con¬ 
fident,  yet  am  strongly  persuaded, 
we  are  to  stand  in  readiness  to  com¬ 
mune  with  the  visible  followers  of 
our  I,ord,  at  his  tabic  and  that  this 
duty  is  solemnly  binding  on  all  Cod’s 
people  throughout  llic  world.  AntU 
what  to  my  mind  makes  this  senti¬ 
ment  undeniably  correct,  is  the  con¬ 
currence  of  scripture  statements, 
some  of  which  I  ha>e  brought  to 
your  remembrance.  If  we  set  our¬ 
selves  up,  and  make  a  rule,  to  debar 
from  our  communion  all  who  would 
not  accord  with  us  in  every  external 
minutia,  what  should  w  e  do  but  de¬ 
clare  our  infallibility  and  fasten  the 
yoke  of  execration  on  all  not  within 
our  particular  pale.  Should  we  un¬ 
dertake  tliiis  to  act,  where  could  any 
man  under  heaven  look  for  our  Chris¬ 
tian  forbearance  ?  If  he  should  seek 
it,  would  he  find  it,  should  we  have  ’ 
any  ?  Should  we  rear  up  such  a 
hierarchy  we  might  say  to  those  j 
around,  who  were  longing  for  union  | 
with  ui.  Wc  w  ill  commune  with 
you,  but  yo.u  must  come  in  at  the 
door,  what  door,  if  be  is  in  Christ, 
is  he  not  already  received  ?  and  is  it 
pot  my  duty  to  receive  him,  as  a  fel¬ 
low  member,  in  the  mystical  body 
of  our  common  Lord  ? 

The  separating  walls,  between 
the  level’s  of  soul-lunnbling  truth, 
were  never  erected  by  Jesus  nor  his 
order.  They  are  a  structure  of  hu¬ 
man  invention.  They  are  like  the 
fencing  round  about  Jericho,  let  the 


truth  of  Cod  touch  them,  and  they 
fall.  Yea  they  begin  to  jostle.  The 
saints  cf  the  most  high  are  draw¬ 
ing  nearer  and  nearer  to  each  other’s 
embrace.  The  time  is  coming, 
when  they  shall  enter  the  house  of 
our  Cod  with  one  hcirt.  It  is  itjt 
vain  lor  men  to  contest  this  plain, 
and  blessed  principle.  The  hosts  of 
heaven  arc  waiting  to  see,  all  the 
family  of  God  on  eurtii,  in  union 
with  one  another,  as  they  arc  with 
Christ  to  the  glory  of  Cod. 

E. 


Exfilanation  ofScrifitural  Tjfies, 

THE  BURNING  BUSH  TYPICAI,. 

Of  the  wonderful  phenomena, 
wliich  have  astonished  the  world, 
few  have  exceeded  the  prodigy 
which  was  exhibited  to  Moses,  in 
the  wilderness  of  Sinai.  We  have 
an  account  ofit,  Exod.  iii.  2,  3.  And 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to 
him  in  a  flame  of  fire,  out  of  the 
midst  of  a  bush :  and  behold,  the 
bush  burned  with  fire,  and  the  bush 
was  not  consumed.  And  Moses  * 
said,  I  will  now  turn  aside  and  sec 
this  great  sight,  why  the  bush  is  not 
burned.  In  this  extraordinary  ap¬ 
pearance,  are  not  the  following  e- 
vangeiical  subjects  typically  repre¬ 
sented  i  Was  not  the  fire,  that  pure, 
that  subtle,  and  penetrating  element, 
selected  on  this  occasion,  designed 
to  represent  the  purity  and  spiritual  • 
ity  ot  that  Cod  who  is  a  consuming 
fire  ? — More  particularly,  did  this 
flame  of  fire  in  tiic  bush,  especially 
represent, 

1.  Tnc  divine  nature  dwelling  Ia 
the  man  Christ  Jesus?  \'ery  sig- 
nificant'y  is  the  nature  of  man  rep 
resented  by  a  bush,  slender,  feeble 
and  incapable  of  resistance.  For 
this  reason  the  human  nature  of  our 
divine  Redeemer  is  termed,  a  root 
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out  gf  dray  ground,  Isa.  iii.  2.  a  stem 
out  of  the  rod  of  Jesse,  a  (righteous) 
branch  out  of  his  roots,  xi.  1.  and  a 
tender  plant,  but  a  plant  of  renown, 
£zek.  '2'J.  So  frequently,  in  the 
holy  scriptures,  is  the  Deity  exhib¬ 
ited  by  the  figure  of  fire,  to  denote 
his  spirituality,  and  parity,  and  the 
terrible  effects  of  his  indignation, 
the  fire  of  his  jealousy,  which  con- 
sumeth  his  enemies  round  about. 

What  a  p;!owing  type  was  the 
flame  of  fire  in  the  bush,  of  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  the  godhead  chyelling  bodily 
in  the  person  of  our  glorious  Im- 
manual  ?  Was  the  bush  burning  in 
fiiT,  to  INJoses,  a  most  surprising 
phenomenon  ?  and  is  not  the  union 
of  the  divine  aqd  human  nature,  in 
our  blessed  Redeemer,  a  spectacle 
far  more  wonderful  to  angels  and  to 
men  ?  If  closes  turned  aside  to  see 
this  great  sight,  should  not  we  divest 
ourselves  of  other  objects,  that  in 
solemn  meditation,  we  may  contem¬ 
plate  and  admire  the  glorious  mys¬ 
tery  of  godlines,  Uod  manifest  in  the 
flesh?  If  Moses  wondered  that  the 
bush  burned,  and  yet  was  not  con¬ 
sumed,  shall  wa  not  be  filled  with 
equal,  nay,  greater  astonishment, 
that  this  frail  nature  of  man,  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  not  dis¬ 
solved  by  the  perpetual  residence  of 
the  uncreated  and  eternal  Jehrvah  in  | 

Aw  • 

2.  Hath  it  not  been  supposed, 
A^  ith  goo.'l  reason,  that  the  burning 
bush  was  a  striking  similitude  of  the 
oppressed  and  afflicted  Israelites  un¬ 
der  their  cruel  bondage  in  Egypt, 
from  which  they  were  brcugfit  forth 
cs  from  a  fiery  furnace,  and  of  thp 
church  ofChnsl  in  all  ages  ?  ^Vhich 
for  the  imbecility  of  it  is  termed,  a 
krtdst  d  rred  and  nmouked J!ax,  and  its 
members  trem  of rightousness,  the 
planting'  of  the  Ix>C(l,  liic  rod  of  his 
inhearitance.  Doth  not  the  flame 
•f  fire  in  the  bush,  aptly  represent 


those  fiery  trials  by  which  it  hath 
been  tried  and  purified  ?  the  fire  of 
dissension  within,  and  the  flame  of 
persecution  without  ?  Did  the  bush 
in  the  fire  go  near  to  destruction  ; 
and  hath  not  the  church,  in  her  tri; 
als,  gone  near  to  execution  ? — How 
perilous  its  situation,  when  it  floated 
in  the  ark  on  the  boisterous  surface 
of  the  mighty  deep  ?  When  in  th« 
furnace  of  aifilietion  in  Egypt  ?  In 
the  persecution  of  Antiochus,  who 
swore  in  wrath,  that  he  would  make 
Jerasalem  the  common  burying 
ground  ofthe^ews,  and  blot  out  their 
name  from  under  heaven  ?  When 
persecuted  by  Herod  and  the  Jews  i 
By  the  great  red  dragon,  and  the 
man  of  sin,  who  hath  worn  ojit  the 
sainw  of  the  ?.Iost  Iligh  How  simi¬ 
lar  and  often  hath  been  its  condition 
to  Shadracb,  Mcshach  and  Abedne- 
go,  ill  Ncbuchacjnczar’s  fiery  fur¬ 
nace  ?  But  the  bush  which  burned 
was  not  consumes  for  the  Lord  was 
in  it.  And  the  church  hath  uot  per¬ 
ished,  the  gates  of  hell  have  not  Jire^ 
vailed  against  her^  because  God  hath 
been  kcr  refuge  and  strength,  a  pre¬ 
sent  help  in  trouble.  In  all  her  af¬ 
flictions,  the  arigel  of  his  presence 
hath  saved  her.  When  on  the 
verge  of  destruction,  God  hath  help¬ 
ed  her,  and  that  right  early.  She 
may  now  adopt  her  ancient  expres¬ 
sions,  and  say,  Many  a  lime  have 
they  afilieted  me  fiom  my  youth  ; 
yet  have  they  not  prevailed  against 
me  ;  (Psa.  cx::ix.)  and  the  exulting 
language ofthePsalmist(Psa.  exxiv.) 
If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was 
on  our  side,  when  men  rose  up  a- 
gainst  us,  then  they  had  swallowed 
us  up  quick.  Blessed  be  the  Lord 
M*ho  hath  not  given  us  a  prey  to 
their  teeth,  Let  Israel  hope  in  tlie 
Lord,  from  henceforth,  and  forever, 
Amen. 

Lvan.  Mag. 
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Aivfut  Jirovidcnce  of  God  I 

We  are  under  the  painful  neces- 
%\iy  of  announcing  lo  the  public,  an 
event  the  most  awful  and  overw  helm¬ 
ing,  this  or  any  other  part  of  our 
country  has  ever  witnessed! 

Our  hand  trembles,  oCir  lips  qui¬ 
ver,  our  hearts  bleed  within  us  in 
giving  the  painful  detail,  and  our 
readers  will  water  the  column  wilh 
ihcir  tears,  in  the  perusal ! 

On  the  night  of  the  28lh  Jan.  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  1 2  h  1  o’clock, 
the  house  of  Daniel  Say  re, one  of 
the  judges  of  the  court  in  this  coun¬ 
ty,  took  fire  and  in  a  few  minutes 
was  consumed  to  ashes.  This  aw¬ 
ful  disaster,  must,  from  the  circum¬ 
stances,  have  proceeded  from  a  spark 
falling  into  a  trunk  of  linen  or  cot¬ 
ton,  from  a  candle  w^hich  was  carri¬ 
ed  by  a  child  into  a  back  chamber, 
sometime  in  the  course  of  the  cven- 

The  judge  had  been  absent  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  came  home  about  the 
hour  of  usual  bed-limc,  and  the  fam¬ 
ily  retired  to  rest  not  far  from  elev¬ 
en  o’clock.  The  hour  of  retiring 
being  some  later  than  usual,  and  the 
judge  himself  weary,  they  all  soon 
dropped  into  a  sound  fleep.  The 
whole  family  consited  the  father 
and  mother  and  eight  children,  the 
eldest  son  being  absent.  The  judge 
and  his  lady  and  the  eldest  and 
youngest  daughters  were  below', 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  were 
above  stairs.  After  they  had  all 
fallen  asleep,  and  lain  not  to  exceed 
an  hour  and  a  quarter,  lamentable 
to  relate  !  the  eldest  of  the  two  boys 
w*as  waked  by  the  heat  and  vutToca- 
tion  of  smoke,  and  foiind  the  house 

rapped  in  flariics. — He  cried  to  his 
little  brother  and  sisters,  who  alas  ! 
22rade  him  no  answer,  and  instantly 
pressed  through  the  scorching  hcul 


to  the  stairs,  ran  down  exclaiming 
in  awful  conu.ernaUon,  and  awok® 
those  below.  They  arose  in  uhutter- 
able  surprise,  and  the  father  in  an 
agony  for  the  fate  of  the  children  a- 
bovc,  ruslied  with  the  utmost  ardor 
to  the  stairs,  he  ascended,  but  he 
was  met  and  beaten  back  by  the  fire. 
Wrung  with  the  most  excruciating 
solicitude  for  those  dearer  to  him 
than  life,  three  times  lie  rencw'ed 
the  effort  to  penetrate  the  flames  if 
possible,  to  rescue  his  children  from 
the  devouring  element.  The  neigh¬ 
bors  by  this  time  had  reached  the 
house,  and  pressed  with  combined 
resolution  toward  the  children.  The 
last  attempt  was  as  fruitless  as  the 
former,  and  in  tliis  the  father  must 
have  perished  had  he  not  been  jiuil- 
ed  back  by  those  behind  him.  The 
mother  and  two  daughters  below  oy 
this  time  had  lied,  barefoot  and  w  ith 
scarce  a  covering,  the  night  being 
piercingly  cold,  £c  the  icy  nubs  sharp 
like  glass.  '  Add  to  this  the  mothers 
situation  I - But  this  was  compar¬ 

atively  light.  The  loss  of  property, , 
their  own  personal  suifeiings,  had 
not  even  a  place  in  their  thoughts, 
in  this  direful  moment.  What  im¬ 
agination  can  conceive,  or  tongue 
express  the  poignancy  of  anguish, 
that  four  lovely  children  all  between 
the'  ages  of  fifteen  and  six  years  old, 
were  in  the  midst  of  the  fire,  and 
consuming  to  ashes. — At  this  sight, 
the  stout  hearted  w  ere  melted  into 
weakness,  and  men  united  by  no  ties 
of  consanguinity,  on  the  recollec¬ 
tion,  were  prostrated  w  ith  grief,  and 
vented  their  tears  without  coiitrul. 

The  few  remains  were  gathered 
up  next  morning,  and  all  put  in  one 
coffin.  On  the  sabbath  they  were 
carried  into  the  meeting  house, 
where  a  vast  a::iscmbly  were  collectcvd 
to  witness  the  dreadful  spectacle. 

A  discourse  was  delivered  on.uhe 
occasion  from  these  W'ords  ;  T/y 
jud^Kicnfs  are  a  .^re2:  dee/i.'*  The 


400 


JPoe(ry\ 


eldest  men,  and  those  who  nad  been  Death  coines  life’s  strings  no  longer 
conversant  with  the  'field  of  action 

and  garments  rolled  in  blood  stood  i-  ,  i  •  i 

still  at  the  sight,  and  confessed  that  ^ 
itcoinhinecl  more  to  move  and  break 

the  reart,  than  any  other  their  eyes  ■ 

ever  beheld.  We  are  happy  to  re¬ 
late,  that  the  parents,  are  able  to  mornimg  htmm 

stand  up  and  testify  for  God  that  he 

is  good.  Rle^scd  be  the  name  of  sleep’s  serene  oblivion  laid, 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, that  such  con-  j  safely  pass’d  the  silent  night 
8ola*ion  is  theirs.  A  more  exalted,  j  At  once  I  sec  the  breaking  shade, 
and  GoviliVe  image  is  not  seen,  than  And  drink  again  th#  morning 
a  gooii  man  praising  God,  when  un-  light, 

der  the  Iteavy  strokes  of  his  chasti- 

hand.  tt-ia 


safely  pass’d  the  silent  night 
At  once  I  sec  the  breaking  shade, 
And  drink  again  the  morning 
light. 


•  Canton. 


The  folly  of  boasting  of  tomorrow. 

Boast  not  thyself  of  davs  to  come, 
To  morrow  is  not  thine  ; 

The  grave  e’er  long  will  be  thy 
home, 

Thou  dust  and  wai'ms  roust  join, 

Xindred  and  friends  before  are  gone, 
Beneath  the  turf  they  lie : 

Xnow,  thou  must  follow  them  anon. 
Know,  mortal,  thou  must  die, 

a 

Vain  are  the  projects  creatures  form, 
Absort  in  earthly  cares  : 

Uolook’d  for  conies  the  pelting 
storm, 

,  That  blasts,  their  future  years. 

Life  is  a  tale  that’s  quickly  told, 

A  glass  that’s  qnickly  run  : 


New  bom— I  bless  the  waking  houri 

Once  more,  with  awe,  rejoice  to 
be  ; 

My  conscious  soul  resumes  her 
power, 

And  springs,  my  gracious  God,  to 
Thee 

O  guide  me  through  the  various 
maze 

My  doubtful  feet  are  doom’d  to 
tread : 

And  spread  thy  shield’s  protectin 
blaze, 

When  dangers  press  around  my 
head. 

A  deefier  shade  will  soon  impend,, 

A  deefier  decfi  my  eyes  oppress 

Yet  still  thy  strength  shall  me  dc 
fend. 

Thy  goodness  still  shall  deia  to 
bless 

T  hat  deeper  shade  shall  fade  a 
way. 

That  deeper  sleep  shall  leave  my 
eyes  ? 

Thy  lif'ht  shall  give  eternal  day  !  ' 

Tliy  the  rapture  of  the  skies! 
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